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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR 1893. 

GROWTH OF THE MUSEUM. 

The year 1893 has been one of steady and gratifying improve- 
ment in the affairs of this institution. The Museum has grown 
in the public estimation, as well as in that of its Patrons and 
Members, and of the municipal authorities, and large accessions 
have been made to its collections. No less manifest is the steady 
increase in the instruction and enjoyment afforded to those who 
visit its halls and galleries ; especially, to artists, designers, archi- 
tects, teachers and students of art. 

In a material point of view its advance is chiefly visible in 
the new northern wing, and in the extraordinary development in 
the department of casts and models ; though no department has 
been without material increase and extension. 

NUMBER OF VISITORS. 

During the year 659,267 persons were admitted to the 
Museum, of whom 214,203 entered on Sunday afternoons. 

COST OF MAINTENANCE. 

The statement of the Treasurer above given, exhibiting in 
detail the receipts and disbursements for the year, shows the 
amount of money required for the maintenance of the Museum 
to be $111,704.18. 

ADDITION TO THE BUILDING. 

The new extension was completed on the 26th of September. 
Its general plan is a repetition of the southern wing, except that 
exhibition galleries take the place of the library, board room 
and executive offices in the southern wing. 

Last November the Park Department obtained from the 
city comptroller the appropriation voted by the legislature for 
the equipment of this northern wing, including the boiler house 
and dynamo plant, which have been erected outside of the 
Museum building. 

Accordingly, several contracts for exhibition cases have been 
entered into by the Park Department with competent manufac- 
turers. The work, however, goes on slowly, and it is doubtful if 
the Trustees will be able to open the new wing in May next. 
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OMISSION OF SEMI-ANNUAL RECEPTION. 

For the first time in the history of the Museum since it has 
occupied its present quarters, no autumn reception was held. 

Repairs were in progress in almost every quarter and changes 
were needful that could not be completed in time. 

PLACE OF EXHIBIT OF NEW GIFTS AND ACQUISITIONS. 

As far as practicable, all gifts lately received, and objects and 
collections hitherto stored for want of exhibition space, will be 
displayed to the public in the new northern wing. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

In pursuance of the agreement entered upon two years ago 
with Columbia College, the regular winter course of art lectures 
has already begun, to continue every Saturday morning at eleven 
o'clock until the end of March. These lectures at the Museum 
have proved very popular, and the attendance has so greatly 
increased that we have been obliged to enlarge the hall in which 
they are delivered. 

COPYISTS. 

One hundred and thirty copyists have worked in the different 
picture galleries during the year 1893. They have made copies 
of two hundred and thirty-two paintings, some of them of great 
merit. A large number of students have also been at work in 
the two departments of sculpture and casts. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS. 

Our collections have been considerably increased during the 
past year. Of many valuable objects some were presented to the 
Museum, and others were acquired by funds obtained through 
private subscriptions among the Trustees and Patrons of the 
Museum. A list of them will be found at another place in this 
report 

Special mention is made of the following : 

Mrs. John Crosby Brown has increased largely her gift 
of musical instruments, and the collection will soon be unrivaled. 

Mr. Charles S. Smith has presented a large and valuable 
collection of Japanese porcelain and pottery formerly owned by 
the well known Captain Brinkley. 
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Two valuable pictures, one by Schreyer and the other by 
Cabanel, were presented by the late Mr. John Wolfe, a Patron of 
the Museum, a few weeks only before his death. 

Mr. George A. Hearn, a Fellow for Life of the Museum, has 
generously presented three paintings, one by Isaac van Ostade, 
another by Peter de Hooge, and the third one by John S. Cottman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Colman have presented a valuable col- 
lection of Chinese and Japanese pottery. 

FOREIGN VISITORS. 

At the suggestion of the Mayor of New York, special invi- 
tations to visit the Museum were sent to the officers of the foreign 
war-ships assembled in our harbor for the naval parade in May. 
Many of these officers visited the Museum, where they were 
cordially welcomed, and acknowledged the courtesy in terms of 
appreciation. 

Throughout the summer and autumn a large proportion of 
those who visited the Museum were from foreign lands. The 
Chicago Exposition attracted many men of eminence in science 
and art, who took occasion to visit the Metropolitan Museum on 
their way. 

It was a special pleasure to welcome Directors and Officers 
of some of the principal Museums in Europe and South America 
and elsewhere, to compare notes with them, to place at their dis- 
posal the results of our experience and to profit by their comments 
and suggestions. The arrangement of our exhibits received most 
favorable commendation. 

NEEDS. 

For the twenty years since its establishment almost all 
acquisitions of the Museum have been by gifts of works of art, 
and this will account for certain departments being so much fuller 
and more complete than others. 

Contributions of money are much to be desired, in order 
that the Trustees may make purchases for such departments as 
may be found more or less deficient. It is also to be noted that the 
Trustees are frequently in position to acquire valuable works of 
art on favorable terms not open to general purchasers. Their 
correspondents in various parts of the world frequently offer them 
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opportunities to buy valuable objects, which can only be secured 
by prompt action. In such cases' it is not possible to raise funds 
by means of a subscription. It is the design of the Trustees to 
reserve as far as. possible for'direct purchases the funds presented 
or bequeathed by the liberality of individuals. This duty is the 
more important now that the industrial arts are making rapid 
strides, and the general public is becoming more skilled and 
critical in art knowledge. 

CATALOGUES AND LABELS. 

The year 1894 will mark an important movement in the 
preparation of catalogues on a more comprehensive and scientific 
plan than the hand-books hitherto issued. A small sum has been 
appropriated by the Trustees for this purpose annually, and the 
several departments will be treated by well known experts, in 
their turn. 

Besides the preparation of catalogues, labels are now being 
made, describing the most important objects in the various col- 
lections. 

ART SCHOOLS. 

The Schools of the Museum have gone on during the year 
1893, in accordance with the arrangements made by the Com- 
mittee on Schools in the spring of 1892, when the death of Mr. 
Tuckerman left them without a head. The chief effort of the 
Trustees in the matter of education has been devoted to making 
the collections instructive. In pursuance of this, a class of ad- 
vanced students for the study of the paintings in the Museum 
galleries, was organized under the direction of Mr. John La Farge. 
The members of this class are candidates for the Lazarus Travel- 
ing Scholarship, founded by Mrs. and Miss Lazarus in March 
of the same year. This class now numbers twenty students. 

At the same time the class in Architectural drawing was 
re-organized for the study of the Willard Collection of Ar- 
chitectural Casts. This class now numbers forty students. The 
Elementary classes in Drawing and Painting, from the Antique 
and from Life, will be discontinued at the close of the present 
season, as they cannot be made self-supporting. The Committee 
and the Trustees are agreed in the opinion that the funds of the 
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Museum devoted to purposes of education can be more usefully 
employed in promoting the study of the collections in the Museum. 

LIBRARY. 

There have been added to the Library during the past year 
302 volumes exclusive of periodicals— 111 by purchase and 191 
by gift as follows : 184 from Mr. Samuel P. Avery, 2 from 
General L. P. di Cesnola and one each from Mrs. Thomas E. 
Waggaman, Robert Gordon, A. B. Moldenke, A. A. Julien and 
the Trustees of the Astor Library. 

The amount of funds at the disposal of the Librarian barely 
suffices for the acquisition of new publications that are needful 
from day to day in the study of the collections of the Museum* 
and our purchases during the year have been almost entirely of 
books of this description. 

Appended is a list of the Periodicals received by the Library. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO ENLARGE COLLECTION OF CASTS. 

The greater part of the casts already ordered by the Com- 
mittee have arrived and are in the temporary storage shed, await- 
ing arrangement on the ground floor of the new wing of the 
Museum. 

The resources applicable to this purpose, when they are 
received, amount to $112,126.16, which includes a legacy of the 
late John Taylor Johnston and additional gift of his children, the 
total amounting to $25,000. The expenditures and unpaid 
balances due by the Purchasing Committee amount to $61,872.45. 

WILLARD ARCHITECTURAL CASTS. 

The collection of Architectural Casts purchased for the 
Museum in accordance with the will of the late Levi Hale Willard 
is now nearly complete. During the last year several large pieces 
have been added, a cast of the great door-way and door of the 
Cathedral at Aix ; a cast of one of the marble windows of the 
Certosa at Pavia, and of one of the terra-cotta arches in the 
cloisters ; and a cast of one of the terra-cotta windows of the 
Ospedale Maggiore at Milan. The model of the porch of St. 
Trophine at Aries has been set up and the model of the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame at Paris has been completed. This is probably 
the finest architectural model in the world. It is as admirable for 
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the delicacy with which the sculptures have been copied as for 
the architectural detail. During the year also, the series of full 
sized fragments of columns and entablatures, of which those of the 
Parthenon at Athens and the Temple of Castor and Pollux in the 
Roman Forum, commonly called the Temple of Jupiter Stator, 
were already in place, has been continued by the addition of that 
of the Temple of Vespasian, commonly known as the Temple of 
Jupiter Tonans, and that of the Temple of Concord ; about two 
hundred photographs, being a part of the Willard Collection, have 
been framed and hung alongside the fragments they illustrate. 
New York, January 29, 1894. 
By order, 

H. G. MARQUAND, 

President. 
L. P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 



